68               THE STORY OF THE  MOORS.   [CHAP. ix.

place for voluptuous enjoyment and gossip in the ancient
world, had led a certain stamp of religious persons to
despise and neglect the body, and to forget that purity
without ought to go with purity within; and opposition
to the regular ablutions of the Mahomrnedans led the
Spaniards into viewing cleanliness as very far from
next to godliness, but rather as opposed to it.

Thus it must be confessed that their clergy became
the leaders in that mischievous veneration for dirt
and vermin which was a morbid feature of mediaeval
asceticism.